Formosan Black Bear:
What to Do When You Meet Me in the Forest

SHEHRE : HPERR HHELM

A hiker has a dream the night before he visits Walami
Trail. In the dream, he talks with a Formosan black bear.

Hiker: Wow! Are you a Formosan black bear, the one that
was voted the most representative wildlife of
Taiwan in a nationwide voting event?

Bear: That's mel

Hiker: Are you also visiting Yushan National Park?

Bear: | live here. Yushan National Park is my home.

Hiker: I'm a big fan of yours. Can | take a photo with you?

Bear: Don't get close to me! I'm a loner, and | don't like

being close to humans. If you see me before | see

b you, please don't approach me; rather, change
your route or leave the area by walking softly and
quickly.

Hiker: What do | do if you see me?

Bear: Then stop moving, don't alarm me, and leave
quietly. It's best if you take a big detour or turn
back the way you came.

Hiker: What should | do if you walk toward me?

Bear: Don't be afraid; don't get nervous. Keep calm and
stay where you are, like you're doing right now.
Talk to me with a gentle voice to let me know that
you are not a threat. Don't ever run or turn your
back toward me. Actually, | want to run away more
than you do!

Hiker: Bears in movies often huff, growl, stomp, and stand
up to scare people away. Do you dislike people
that much?

Bear: | just need my space. As long as you respect me,
protect my habitat, and keep a safe distance from
me, we can still be good friends.
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