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FOREWORD

In Spring, 1985, the Yushan National Park stepped into current history. Because
we all share a deep feeling for the |and passed From generation to generation, we have
al ways wanted to explore just what histerical tales this beautiful park area has to tel

Thi s vol une brings together photographs about the park area fromi ndividual s and
libraries. Regrettably the collection is not exhaustive. But it is a first step. W hav
groped our way through this step,and sincerely hope we will excite concern for history
and culture anong peopl e.

Looking back is in order to look forward. As you turn page by page through the
past,refl ect upon the roots of the great earthjAhow the ten thousand things are born
grow, and change, and on how those who came before left their footprints. In the vast
space of the universe there is roomenough for all lifej The wi sdom of Nature reveals
itself inexhausttbly. The events of the past cannot be changed. But what we do today
will be the history of the future. Friends,turn the pages and | ets expl ore together
And after the book is closed,we can be possessed of even puer spirits. Lets join
hands with the national parks and create apermanent, beautiful history for the future.

(/ﬁ/lk ; gz&.‘j,\_ (/O—bv\

Super i nt endent
Yu- Shan Nati onal Park Headquarters
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THE STORY OF YUSHAM
The History of Yushan National Park

During the Japanese occupation period,the then-Governor General conceived of
establishing a national park in the beautiful Alishan/Yushan area. In 1928, the Japanese
forestry Ph.D.Tamura Takeshi was invired to survey the area. The following year,

A Report on the Scenery of Alishan was published.

In 1931, the Japanese national parks law was promulgated.The ional Parks
Survey Association was soon established in Taiwan,to take initial stepsto designate
the locations and conditions for national parks.

In this period, private groups also setup numerous organizations. The Alishan
National Park Association was set up in Chiayi city. Organized jointly by private citizens
and offcials of Chiayi, its purpose was to promote the establishment of the
Yushan/Alishan National Park. The group also published photos and postcards of the
Yushan and Alishan area.

In 1937, the Governor-General selected the three areas of "Hsinkao/Alishan
(today Yushan, Alishan), "Tsekao/Taroko" (Snow Mountain, Hehuan Mountain),
and "Tat’ Aun" (Tat’un, Ch’ihsing, and Kuanyin Mountain) as preliminary sites for
national parks The total area was 460,000 hectaresjAof which the Hsinkao/Alishan
National Park took up 185,000 hectares. At that time a National Parks Committee
was established. However, because of the War in the Pacific, planss were halted.
Although national parksin the Japanese occupation remained limited to the surveying
stage, the regulations, system, and scope of national park-related matters already
existed in embryonic form.

In the early period after retrocession, the government concentrated on economic
Development. In 1979 the Executive Yuan passed the Taiwan Area Comprehensive
Development Plan, designating the Yushan area as a future national park. The
Construction and P1lanning Administraion of the Ministry of the Interior established
aNational Parks Committee in 1981. This agency took specia responsibility for
the promotion of all aspects of national parks work.

In 1982, A the principles for implementation of the national parkslaw were
announced. The Ministry of the Interior delegated scholarly institutions to undertake
surveys of natural resourcesin the park area. On April 10,1985jAthe announcement
came of the imPlementation of the Yushan National Park plan. The Yushan National
Park Headquarters was created. The area under its jurisdiction was set at 105000
Hectares, and straddked the four counties of Nantou, Chiayi, Kaohsiung,and Hualien
In May of 1985 the Park Headquarters provisionally settled in Shuili Village in
Nabtou CountyjAwhere it began actively developing the management of all aspects
of the park area.
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TRAVELSIN YUSHAN

The History of Routes for Climbing Yushan

In the past,the Yushan area was the home of the Tsao and Bunung aboriginal
peoples. In 1875,the Ching dynasty undertook a policy of pacifying the aborigines
and expanding the area devel oped for Han Chinese. Three roads were opened in the
north,center, and sonth of Taiwan. runring east-west across the mountains. Of these,
the central road followed the old Patungkuan path,which had been pioneered by the
official Wu Kuang-liang. But before long,disease and attacks by aborigines decimated
the Han Chinese, and by 1890, the road area had returned to wilderness.

In 1896,just after the Japanese occupied TaiwanjAa Japanese officer began the
risky task of investigating the resources and people found in the high mountain aress.
Leaving from Yuli,he hiked seventeen days,becoming the first Japanese to transverse
the Yushan park area and climb Yushan. In November,Saito Otosaku, director of the
pacification and colonization office in Linyipu,organized ateam to explore Yushan to
survey forest resources. Thereafter many climbers scaled Yushan, but most were
specialists investigating the natural resources. At this time there were two routes up
the mountain. The first left from Shuilikang and the other from Alishan. At that time
there was really no "trail" to speak of. Nights were spent in tents. Expeditions
numbered 40 to 50 persons,half of them aboriginal guides and bearers for provisions
and tents.

In1913,arailroad going from Chiayi up Alishan was completed. In 1919,as part
of their campaign to pacify the aborigines,the Japanese reopened the Patungkuan
footpath,built a new road from Patungkuan ascending Yushan for the benefit of
climbers,and established police stations on the route.

In orderto encourage mountain climbing activities and to use the Alishan rail line
more effectively,a new path to Yushan was opened in fall, 1926. The route began
at Chaop'ing on Alishan(today known as the Old Train Station),passed through Eryu

(Tzuchung),crossed over Lulin Mountain to Tatachia passjAthen went up the ridge
line up to the very top of Main Peak,where it linked up with the trail from Patungkuan
to Yushan. Emergency shelters were built. The new path stretched 43 kilometers.

It skirted steep cliffs at 39 separate points. The width was generally between 90 and
120 centimeters,but only 30 to 60 centimeters at the most dangerous places. This
route lowered the travel time from Alishan to Main Peak from 9 to 9 hours,bringing
arapid increase in the number of climbers of Yushan, from 27 in 192| t0 563 in 1926,

L ater,a Japanese police station was added at Front Peak. Police were stationed there
at peak season,pclling back to Tatachia pass in winter.

Severa years later, the Japanese constructed branch rail lines from Alishan for the



transport of lumber. Climbers could take the train to Tatachia and hike up Yushan
from there. In this period, climbers expanded to Include studcnts and ordlnary
mountain climbing clubs. At that time middle school students climbed Yushan as
agraduation trip. But the fervor for climbing dissipated with the onset of World War 1.
After retrocession,the Department of Forestry repaired the trails several times,

and developed the shelters below Yushan into the Paiyun villa. At thistime the
routes up the mountain were changed. Further,the Chiayi county government added
aservice road to the existing forest rail line and the DOF built aroad for lumber
trucks.Both of the new routes were employed by climbers. Enthusiasm for mountain
climbing again escalated. Every year more than 10,000 trips were made up Yushan.

In 1982, a 75-kilometer-long highway was completed from Chiayi to Alishan.
making travel time two hours by vehicle. In spring of 1985, Yushan National Park
was formally established. Therail line from Alishan to Tatachia was replaced by a
new east-west highway. In 1988, the Lulin villawas turned into the management
and service Center, and the trails were repeatedly repaired. The routes up Yushan took
on arenewed, natural ook, and the vestiges of the trails blazed before faded into
the back drop of history.
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