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Ecological Agriculture Counseling and Training Program

at Yushan National Park Surrounding Tribes.
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Abstract
Keywords: Dongpu, organic agriculture, ecological agriculture, conservation.

Yushan National Park covers wide range of areas including Dongpu and Meishan
neighborhood where its major population is from the Tribe called Bunun. Agriculture
is one of the characteristics of Bunun Tribe. However, they use conventional farming
method, using a lot of pesticides, herbicides and chemical fertilizers which has caused
pollution and became burden to the environment and is contradictory to the National
Park’s mission of ecological conservation. In order to helping those farmers to find an
eco-friendly way of farming without losing their economic gains, Yushan National
Park Headquarters assigned a task to Tse-Xin Organic Agriculture Foundation to
create a plan this year(102): Ecological Agriculture Counseling and Training Program
at Yushan National Park Surrounding Tribes. The Park wishes to assist farmers to
farm organically.

This plan is mostly focused on assisting residents in Dongpu area to change its
conventional farming to organic farming which is much friendly to the environment.
The Foundation came up with 4 guidelines to implement the plan which are “Assisting
Residents to Implement Organic Farming”, “Developing Courses to Educate the
Uniqueness of Local Industries”, "Research and Development on Tribal Flavor
Agricultural Products” and “Planning Visits to Domestic Scale Organic Farmers and
Teaching Marketing Strategies”. Furthermore, the Foundation is to strengthen and
maintain a close interaction with the farmers, who are participating in the transition to
organic farming, to understand their progress and difficulties and to give them mental
and essential support especially for the first few years of the transition.

The overview of the result is: there are four farmers who had passed the process
of being Certified Organic this year (102), which is one more than last year. There is

farming area of 1.3698 ha that had been verified to be organic, which has grown 3.8



times more than last year. Certified Organic Greenhouse has increased from 10
buildings to 26 buildings and there is an increase in open field area. Tomato plants
grown increased from 6,400 to 15,200. The production increased from 7,208 kg last
year to 25,672 kg this year, with an average increase of 0.56 kg per plant. There are up
to four items of certified goods, three more items than last year. There are two Organic
Distributors, one more than last year. There are four farmers with the network platform,
three more than last year.

Organic Farming does not use pesticides and chemical fertilizers. Therefore, not
only farmers gain physical health but also animals are able to survive in the field.
Farmers have been spotting traces of bird nests, snake slough, bats, and herons in the
fields. For the future, the Foundation is hoping to continue assisting the expansion of
the organic fields, to create farmland conservation for surrounding habitats, and to
support farmers in technology and production matters. The goal is to help famers to be
confident about organic farming and to achieve the coexistence of ecological

conservation and economical livelihood.
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